[bookmark: _GoBack]THE PRINCE CHARLES SCHOOL
Parent Council
MINUTES

	Date:  September 12, 2018
	Location:  TPCS Library
	Start Time:  6:30 p.m.

	Chair:  A. Pringle
	Recorder:  D. Wansborough/P. McMillan
	End Time:  8:15 p.m.



PRESENT:	Erin Thrower, Justine Feeney, Amanda Pringle, Kate Chadwick, Dawn Wansborough, Amanda Hartwick, Megan Van Order, Kathy Burnett, Ashley Wolosnovsky, Rachel Scrimshaw, Paisley McMillan, Carrie Kish, Christine Desbiens, Krista Nitschke, Julia Sparkes, Jennifer Ferguson, Nicole Dombroskie, Eddi Messenger, Jenny Morris, Michelle Crawford, Eugene Lazier, Chantell McMahon, Frances van der Heyden.

1.0 Welcome and Introductions
2.0 New Business
2.1 Nominations – Parent Council Executive positions for the 2018-2019 school year were nominated and accepted as follows:
Chair:  Amanda Pringle
Co-Chair:  Erin Thrower
Secretary:  Paisley McMillan
Treasurer:  Justine Feeney
Volunteer Coordinator:  TBD
Hot Lunch Coordinator:  Chantell McMahon
2.2 Bath Room Vinyl Décor – Suggestion to place vinyl décor containing inspirational messages on the stall doors in the school bathrooms was brought forward by a parent. Nicole Dombroskie, supplier of the vinyl décor discussed cost and application. Cost is $1.00 per inch on the longest side for black, additional $0.25 additional per inch.  The council approved $300.00 for Vinyl Décor for the bathrooms in the Intermediate hall. ACTION:  Mrs. Nitschke will ask Mr. Skelly’s class(es) to take on the project of choosing bilingual inspirational quotes within the $300.00 budget by October 12, 2018.
2.3 Yard – Rocks and Stage – Last year students chose a piece of exercise equipment that could be used by three students at one time to be purchased and installed by Parent Council. Unfortunately, installation of this selected piece of equipment is 3x the cost of the equipment. A decision was made by Parent Council to forego the purchase of this piece of equipment due to the high cost and small number of student use at one time. Council decided to look at other options to improve the outdoor space with particular attention to equipment or a space that could be used by the intermediate students. Two suggestions were reviewed:  Stage or Outdoor Classroom area:  Would provide seating area for students during recess and could double as an outdoor classroom space during class time. Rocks:  Large limestone rocks could be purchased for ~$500/rock; this cost includes delivery. The group also discussed Natural Playground ideas as this is something Parent Council has been wishing to invest in for several years now. This would be a very large cost and would likely need to be paid for overall many, many years.  This council may be able to pay the down payment and arrange a loan through the school board. The main goal is to invest in something for intermediate students. Council was not able to decide on large outdoor items at this time. Student involvement in the decision is important and will be continued. ACTION:  Mrs. Nitschke will ask Mr. Skelly to talk to the intermediate students about the decision not to purchase the exercise equipment chosen, due to budget constraints. ACTION:  For the short term, council members approved the purchase of two outdoor play items such as soccer or footballs for each classroom. Carrie Kish will share this information with all classes. Purchase requests are due to council by September 21st, 2018.
2.4 Boo Bash Sub Committee Meeting – The Boo Bash is booked for Thursday, October 25, 2018. A subcommittee meeting has been set for September 26, 2018. It was discussed that volunteers are needed for the night of the Boo Bash.
3.0 Standing Items
3.1 Principal Report
Colour House:  Colour house “teams” are being organized. The first event is scheduled for Friday, September 14, 2018. Each colour house will include students from all grades and teachers. Students in grade six, seven, and eight will be “trying out” for positions as colour house leaders for the year. The plan is to have two leaders per colour.
Running Club:  Students from grades three to eight are taking part in running once a day during recess. ~60 students have been running. Soccer:  Is now taking place.
Intramural:  Soccer and Friday Dance Club will be starting.
Community Engagement:  Mrs. Nitschke asked the group to think of ways the school and Parent Council can engage parents in big or small ways.
Green Cards:  These cars are used by the classroom teacher as a quick reference when a child is absent. Parents and caregivers are to complete the personal information on the front of the card and return to the school. The teachers are supposed to fill out the back side when a child is absent and send to the office. Terry Fox:  The school will be taking part in the Terry Fox Run again this year. French Culture:  Activities that promote/showcase French culture will be planned throughout the year. Activities such as French Café were a big hit last year.
Equality vs. Equity:  Staff will be teaching students about the difference between equality and equity. Students are reminded that not every student will get the “same” things but all students will be given the things they need.
Math Parent Engagement Project:  This project is supported by Queen’s University. Activities that support math will be highlighted at the September Open house.
Staffing – English Reorganization:  Some student will be reorganized in order to ensure compliance with ministry standards. The goal is to minimize movement. Parents of those being affected will be contacted.
Environmental Education:  The school would like to work with Parent council to improve environmental educations.
Fundraising Plan:  The school is asking Parent Council to coordinate fundraising efforts with the school so that parents are not being asked to contribute too often.
3.2 Treasurer Report – $18,430.00 was generated last year in 2017/18 through fundraising efforts. $8,662.00 was spent by Parent Council to support the school. The bank account currently has ~$20,000.00 balance to be put toward outdoor equipment or outdoor classroom.
3.3 Hot Lunch Report – We will trial a catered lunch by Cedar Crest every 2 weeks beginning October 5th, 2018. The caterer will deliver the lunches which will reduce the need for volunteers. “Toonie Tuesdays” was suggested. Sub day will not be offered as often as last year, as they require pick up by a volunteer. Grade 8 classes will be asked to help with class pizza delivery. There has been a request for hot dog day. The group was reminded that the school has only 10 days per year where they can serve food for purchase that does not meet the PPM 150 school nutrition policy guidelines. This includes milkshake days, bake sales, etc. Kate Chadwick, former hot lunch coordinator will support Chantell McMahon in her new role as hot lunch coordinator.
4.0 Business Arising from Previous Minutes
5.0 Next Meeting
Date:  November 14, 2018
Location:  TPCS Library
Time:  6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

